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Florida A&M University  

College of Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities   

Department of History, Political Science,   

Geography and African American Studies   

AMH 2020 – 007 / U.S. History 1865-Present | 3 Credit Hours  

  
  

Instructor: Kyle Harris, Ph.D.  

Class Location:              

Office Phone and Email:   

  

Required Text(s): American History: A Survey Since 1865, Vol. II by Alan Brinkley 

(13th ed.) McGraw-Hill Publishing Co.; Phillip Dray, At The 

Hands of Persons Unknown: The Lynching of Black America.   

New York: Random House, c2002.  

  

Course Description   

In AMH 2020, students study the political, cultural and social growth of the United States from 

the end of the Civil War to the present. The main focus of their study will be the forces that shaped 
the nature of American society.  The main text for the course is American History: A Survey Since 
1865, Vol. II by Alan Brinkley.  The text will be supplemented by handouts and films during the 
semester.  In addition, each chapter has WEB Resources, which will enhance some element of the 

material and be of significant help in gaining the extra information needed to excel.  Reading 
assignments in the text are made in the syllabus and should be completed before class.  Class 
sessions will often be devoted to discussion of the topics indicated in the syllabus as what should 

be learned from reading, but time will not permit discussion of every topic.  It is, therefore, very 
important to read thoroughly and make notes.  Keeping a notebook of responses to topics-
combining information from reading and discussion is very important.  Most identification and 

vocabulary items will be part of the responses to the more general topics. Those that are not should 
be included individually.  Such a notebook can be the basis for exam preparation.   

  

Attendance  

Attendance is important.  According to the Institute for Higher Education at the University of 
Georgia, the loss in learning and skill building of students who miss more than two or three classes 

a term is exponential.  That is the amount lost multiplies rather than just being added to with each 
additional absence.  This effect occurs whether or not the missed work is made-up.  Therefore, it 
is clear that absences are harmful and very likely to result in a reduction in grades earned.  Since 
grades are a student's means of showing graduate and professional schools and potential employers 

her/his degree of success, the penalty for absences is obvious.  In the spirit of positive 
reinforcement and rewarding desirable behavior, however, students in this class may earn extra 
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credit through exemplary attendance.  Students with perfect attendance from the second day of 

class through the first exam will receive five points on that exam grade.  Perfect attendance 
between any two subsequent exams will also earn five points.  Perfect attendance is defined as 
being present and ready to start class when the role is taken--no excuses will be accepted.  Those 

who arrive late should either not sign the role or indicate after their signatures that they were late.  
Failure to do so will result in the entire class losing credit for attendance on that day.  This policy 
is to reward exemplary effort; it does not change the option of making up work missed on occasions 
when there is a reasonable cause for being away.  If a make-up is needed, consult with the 

instructor.   
Turn off and put away all telephones and other electronic devices before the beginning of class.  
Work done outside of class should be typed.  Work done in class must be written in ink.  Once an 
in-class project has begun, you may not leave the room until it is completed.  Leaving is the 
equivalent of turning in the project at that point.  Be sure to visit the restroom, have a tissue, etc.  

before beginning such work.  
  
Overarching Goals:  

• Analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historical data concerning the U. S. and Florida.     

• Identify the consequences of major technological advances such as the impact of 

railroads on national growth and industrialization.  

• Demonstrate knowledge of the U. S. Constitution.  

• Establish by reading and research and defend logically positions on vital issues in the U. 

S. today.  

• Demonstrate the ability to separate factual data from opinion, for instance by a discussion 

of the impact of Social Darwinism on social policy.  

• Identify economic, political, and social forces which have influence movements and 

events, for example by examining the political elements in shaping Reconstruction after 
the Civil War.  

  

Learning Objectives:  

Students are expected to   

a) analyze sources while conducting research and then write papers presenting their 

conclusions.  

b) differentiate facts from opinion, for instance by analyzing claims that there was a 

conspiracy to kill John Kennedy to determine what is known and what is believed.  

c) recognize inconsistencies in logic, for instance by seeing that the arguments of Social 
Darwinism can be perfectly logical but if based on a false premise lead to an incorrect 
conclusion.  

d) understand and respect other values and cultures from a study of the confrontation 

between Indians and the U. S.  

e) examine forces shaping and altering social institutions for instance by studying the 

impact of the New Deal on such institutions.  
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f) recognize the changing roles of men and women over time and understand the causes 

for those changes  

g) gain a basic knowledge of U. S. history since the Civil War.  

  

  

Grade scale: A=100%-90%; B=89%-80%; C=79%-70%; D=69%-60%; F=below 

60%.  

  

The course grade will be determined from the following:  

  
1. Short quizzes and class participation--5%.  Quizzes will cover the preceding and/or current 

day's reading assignment and will be electronically up-loaded onto Canvas no later than 24 

hours before the next class period. The quiz will be timed and will consist of a few short 
answers, multiple choice questions or a short (paragraph) essay. If the Canvas quiz 
malfunctions, the student must email the professor within 12 hours of the next class period in 

order for it to be re-set. If the student does not notify the professor by 8:00PM via email the 
night before class, the quiz will not be reset and the student will receive a grade of zero. A 
similar quiz will be given during the first five minutes of each class period using clickers in 
order to take roll. Neither quiz can be made-up, but some (the number will depend on the 

number given during the semester) quiz grades will be dropped in the case of legitimate 
absences.  Homework assignments will be submitted by the student via Canvas/TurnItin no 
later than 5 minutes before the beginning of the current day’s lecture. If the student is not able 

to upload the homework assignment via Canvas/TurnItIn, he or she must physically submit it 
to the professor 5 minutes before the current class lecture. Any homework or quizzes 
submitted after the times in the above directives will not be considered for grading.  

  

2. Examinations:    

 Examination I:          10%  

 Mid-Term Examination:       15%  

 Examination III:                    10%  

 Examination IV:                 10%  

 Final Examination:         20%  

All examinations will be given via Canvas. Each on-line examination will be opened at 5PM 
on Friday and closed on Sunday at 5PM on the weekends specified below. You will have 45 
minutes to answer an examination consisting of 85 multiple choice and/or true/false questions. 
If Canvas malfunctions and the examination needs to be reset, the student must inform the 

professor via email no later than 4PM on Sunday afternoon. If the request is made after the 
specified date and time, the test will not be reset and the student will receive a grade of zero 
for the examination.  The final examination will be given online on July 28-29, 2022. Missed 

examinations will be considered for make-up only in the case of a student presented dean’s 
excuse. Once the excuse has been verified, the student will be asked to take the exam at 
professor’s upcoming office hours during the following week.   
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3. American Heroes--Two biographies @5% each=10%.  Lists of contributors to the 

development of U.S. life and culture are listed in the “I & S” portions of each section of the syllabus 
life, history and culture are highlighted in each chapter of the text book.  They are divided 
chronologically into two parts based on which half of the period covered by the course 

(1865present) the major contributions of the individuals listed were made.  Each student will pick 
a significant figure from the text prior to July 8th for the first biography and after July 8th for the 
second biography.  On July 7, 2022 and July 14, 2022, a class session will be devoted to writing 

the biography of the individuals selected.  The focus of the essays is to be the contributions made 
by the individual to the development of the African American life and history.  Other information 
about his/her life should be presented ability, opportunity, or barrier to making his/her 
contributions, and not as main themes.  Use of notes will be strictly limited.  Careful planning and 

outlining is called for not only due to the limitation on notes but also because writing a paper in an 
hour and a fifteen minutes (4-5 pages) means that space is limited.  Once a thorough knowledge 
of the individual's biography is gained, decisions have to be made about what is most important 

and how that information can be organized into a cohesive biographical sketch.  Waiting until class 
period in which the paper is to be written to make plans will mean using time that will be needed 
to write and make it likely the essay will be incomplete.  

  

Evaluation of Biographical Sketches:  

  

Every essay has strengths and weaknesses and in may cases strengths will more than 
counterbalance weaknesses or vice versa.  Papers will, therefore, be evaluated holistically i.e. 

considered in their entirety rather than on any one specific quality.  This does not mean, however, 
that qualities characteristic of strong and week papers cannot be identified.  Such characteristics 
are likely to be achieved in levels (done better in some cases that in others), and so they cannot be 
treated as a check list so that having five strengths and one weakness means the overall paper is 

good.  The strengths may be limited while the weakness is overwhelming.  The following lists, 
then, should be used simply as guidelines for what should be sought and/or avoided when writing.  

  

Characteristics of a strong paper:  

  

-Has a clear thesis  

-Provides critical analysis, for instance presenting and evaluating several points-

ofview about the subject  

-Has a logical structure with evidence leading to a conclusion  

-Shows how and why the subject changed over time  

-Shows signs of being based on a variety of sources  

-Has a clear conclusion that outlines connections between point(s) proven and 

evidence presented  

-Is written in clear, precise, grammatical English  
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Characteristics of a weak paper:  

  

-Is superficial, for instance shows no awareness of conflicting points-of-view 

about the subject or of change over time  

-Lacks logical structure and/or logical connections between points of evidence or 

such connections may be implicit  

-May include significant amounts of irrelevant material  

-Conclusion may be superficial (e.g., "she was a good person") and or not 

supported by the evidence presented in the body of the paper  

-Writing may be confused and/or so ungrammatical that ideas are poorly 

communicated if at all  

  

4.) Reaction Paper to Dray,  At The Hands of Persons Unknown.   (20% total)   

A reaction paper means a 500-700 word typewritten response to the reading (single-spaced; 
12 pt. font; 1 inch margins; left-justified). The point of this exercise is to help you 
crystallize your critique of the book. Your essay must make at least one decisive argument 

about the book. In completing this exercise, you might want to consider how you would 
answer the following questions (these will form the basis of our discussions): What 
historical question is the author addressing? What is the author’s argument(s) about the 

historical question they are trying to answer? What types of sources did the author use to 
support her argument? Is his/her argument persuasive? Is the author entering into a 
historical debate with others and if so, who? Did the book change the way the history of 
this topic was written (look up sample book reviews using Journal of Southern History to 

answer) What would you say are the strengths of the book? The weaknesses?  

  

Disabilities  

Florida A&M University will grant reasonable accommodations and provide appropriate auxiliary 
aids and services to ensure all qualified students with documented disabilities achieve access to its 

programs and services. Students with disabilities should contact the Center for Disability Access 
and Resources (CDAR)  at 850-599-3180 for assistance and advice.   They should also inform the 
course instructor of their situation.  

  

Classroom Decorum:  

  

1. Attend all classes, arrive on time, and do not leave early.  Tardiness will be treated 
as an absence and thus result in a zero for class participation for that day.  It may also 
trigger a quiz.  

  

2. Common courtesy must be observed: This includes wearing appropriate clothing, 

speaking in turn during discussions, being quiet during other class activities.  

  

http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top
http://fsu.catalog.fcla.edu/?st=at+the+hands+of+persons+unknown&ix=kw&V=D&S=0021314367284272&I=0#top


  
AMH 2020-007 Syllabus  

  
  

Page 6 of 21   

3. Electronic devices–cell phones, pagers, i-pods, computers, etc.--must be turned off 

and put away.  Personal computers may be used if prior permission is obtained from the 
instructor.  Other such devices should be out of sight during the class period.  Answering 
a telephone during class will result in a zero for class participation for that day.  It may also 
trigger a quiz.  

  

Academic Dishonesty:  

1. Cheating (i.e., the use of any outside source of information, unless such use is 

specifically allowed in the instructions) on any quiz or exam will result in a grade of zero  
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 on the assignment.  

  

2 Plagiarism (i.e., the use of another’s words or ideas without proper credit being given) 
will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.  If you not clear about the nature of the 

various types of plagiarism, please request a copy of my handout on the subject.  

  

The Gordon Rule Requirement:  

This rule applies to all students prior to receipt of an Associate of Arts degree from a  

Florida public community college or university or prior to entry into upper division of a 
Florida public university. For the purpose of this rule, a grade of “C” or better shall be 
considered successful completion. All students entering FAMU are required to meet the 

Gordon Rule requirement. In order for this class  to meet its portion of the Gordon Rule 
Requirement, at least 3,000 words must be written and submitted. For further information, 
visit the following websites:  
  http://www.flbog.org/bog/meetings/2004_03_17/GordonRule.pdf  

 http://www.firn.edu/doe/rules/6a-103.htm  

  

  

Family Educational Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA):  

Federal law gives students two rights concerning their education records kept by the 
university. The federal law is called the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, also 
known as FERPA or the Buckley Amendment. First, it requires the university to keep those 

records private. There are exceptions for emergencies, court orders, university official who 
have a need to know etc.   Second, it provides that students have the right to inspect records 
about themselves that are maintained by the university. Pursuant to FERPA, the U.S. 
Department of Education has enacted legally-binding regulations that set out in detail what 

are student’s rights with respect to their educational records. For further information, visit 
the following web site: http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/reg/ferpa/index.html  

  

The procedures above and the schedule below are subject to change in the event of 

extenuating circumstances.  

  

Section 1: Reconstruction and The New South   

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 15 & 16  

  

1. Compare and contrast Presidential (Lincoln/Johnson) and Congressional (Radical) 

Reconstruction policy and practice.  

  

2. Discuss how and why Reconstruction resulted in changes in the U.S. Constitution.  

http://www.flbog.org/bog/meetings/2004_03_17/GordonRule
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http://www.firn.edu/doe/rules/6a-103.htm
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3. Examine the reality of life in the Reconstruction era for freedmen.  Typically, how did they 

AMH 2020-007 Syllabus  

   
earn a living, what political roles did they play, what economic power did they have, what was 

their relationship to their former masters, what sort of society did they create for themselves?  

How did all of these change over the period of Reconstruction?  Would a freedman say 

Reconstruction was a success–or a failure?  Why?  

  

4. Evaluate Ulysses S. Grant as President of the U.S.  

  

5. The Compromise of 1877 can be seen as either a pinnacle or nadir of U.S. politics.  Argue one 

side or the other in this debate.  

  

6. Identify and state the significance of the following (I. & S.): John Wilkes Booth, Abraham  

Lincoln, Thaddeus Stevens, Andrew Johnson, Radical Republicans, Black Codes, Civil Rights  

Act, Tenure of Office Act, Ku Klux Klan, Horace Greeley, “10% States,” Freedmen’s Bureau, 

“Swing around the Circle,” Scalawags, Carpetbaggers, “Black Republican” Reconstruction,” 

Hiram Revels, Blanche K. Bruce, O. O. Howard, sharecropping, crop-lien system, Force Acts, 

Whiskey Ring, Rutherford B. Hayes, Samuel J. Tilden.  

  

Chapter 16  

  

1. Outline the political issues that dominated the 1870s and early 1880s.  Would stronger  

Presidential authority have changed politics significantly in this period?  Why or why not?  

  

2. Many of the gains made by African Americans during Reconstruction were lost in the next 

twenty years with the rise of the Jim Crow system.  Describe the change and explain why and 

how it happened.  

  

3. Booker T. Washington emerged as the most prominent black leader of the later 19th and early 

20th century.  He is now sometimes attacked as an accommodationist or “Uncle Tom.”  

Describe his goals and methods and explain why he chose them.  Was he really an “Uncle 

Tom”?  

  

4. Analyze the economic forces that drove Western expansion–agriculture, mining, railroads, 

etc.–and the cultural confrontations they produced.  

  

5. Discuss the cultural impact of the “myth of the wild West.”  
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6. I. & S.: Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), Atlanta Compromise, Dawes Severalty Act, Civil Rights 

Cases, Battle of the Little Bighorn, Comstock Lode, Grover Cleveland, Benjamin Harrison, 

“bloody shirt,” Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), Tariff, greenbacks, civil service, James 

A. Garfield, Hall v. De Cuir (1878), Hampton Institute, Tuskegee, Institute, T. Thomas 

Fortune, Sam Hose, lynching, Chivington Massacre, Nat “Deadwood Dick” Love, Timber and 

Stone Act of 1878, Desert Land Act (1877), Joseph Glidden, barbed wire.  

Section 2: Industrial Supremacy & The Age of the City  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapters 17 & 18  

  

1. Describe the conditions–economic, social, and political–that formed the basis for the growth 

of industrialization in post Civil War America.  

  

2. Analyze the pros and cons of competitive versus monopolistic enterprise.  Describe the 

struggle between the two in American industry and business, and be prepared to make a case 

for either side.  

  

3. A variety of reform theories were propounded to deal with the problems of industrialization.  

Discuss those offered by Marx, George, Bellamy, and Lloyd.  Were any of these practical?  

  

4. Explain the causes for and assess the results of 19th century government efforts to control the 

excesses of Big Business.  

  

5. Describe the rise of and assess the success of the American labor movement.  

  

6. I. & S.: Robber Barons, “Commodore” Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jay Gould, Henry Villard, James 

J. Hill, George Westinghouse, George Pullman, Bessemer Process, “cracking” petroleum,  

Alexander Graham Bell, Thomas Edison, Menlo Park, J. P. Morgan, Andrew Carnegie, John D.  

Rockefeller, Standard Oil Co., Trust Co., Daniel De Leon, Munn v. Illinois, Wabash Case,   

Interstate Commerce Commission, Sherman Anti-Trust Act, United States v. E. C. Knight Co.,  

Knights of Labor, Uriah S. Stephens, Terence V. Powderly, Haymarket Square, American 

Federation of Labor, Samuel Gompers, Adolph Strasser, Eugene V. Debs, American Railway 

Union, Pullman Strike.  

  

Brinkley, Chapter 18  

  

1. Compare and contrast the lives of the middle and working classes.  How are these different 

from today?  

  

2. Discuss attitudes about immigration.  Who supported it?  Why?  Who opposed it?  Why?  
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3. Unprecedented urbanization was one of the major demographic shifts of the late 19th century.  

Describe the problems that were associated with this change, and explain how they were 

addressed and how cities became more desirable places to live.  

  

4. By the late 19th century there were some efforts at social reform in the U.S.  Identify and 

critique these.  

  

5. Discuss the phenomenon the text calls the “knowledge revolution.”  Explain how this was 

reflected in journalism and higher education.  
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6. The 19th century saw the greatest intellectual development in human history.  Explain how this 

is reflected in the hard and social sciences and in law and the study of history.  

  

7. Define realism.  Show how it influenced literature and other arts in the latter half of the 19th 

century.  

  

8. Define pragmatism.  Explain why it is a nearly perfect fit in American culture.  

  

9. I. & S.: Chautauqua Movement, Joseph Pulitzer, William Randolf Hearst, Yellow Journalism, 

Frank Leslie, Edward W. Bok, Ladies Home Journal, Edward W. Scripps, Morrill Act of 

1862, Charles W. Eliot, Johns Hopkins University, Daniel Coit Gilman, “the Seven Sisters,” 

Thorsten Veblen, The High Learning in America (1918), Josiah Willard Gibbs, Albert A. 

Michelson,  

Richard T. Ely, Social Darwinism, Lewis Henry Morgan, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., Frederick  

Jackson Turner, Frontier Thesis, Lew Wallace, Ben Hur (1880), Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens),  

The Innocents Abroad (1869), The Gilded Age (1873), Huckleberry Finn (1884), William Dean  

Howells, The Rise of Silas Lapham (1885), Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of Courage (1895),  

Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie (1900), Henry James, The American (1877), The Portrait of a  

Lady (1881), Thomas Eakins, Winslow Homer, Mary Cassatt, James A. McNeill Whistler,  

Arrangement in Grey and Black, Charles S. Peirce, Pragmatism, William James, Principles of 

Psychology (1890), Varieties of Religious Experience (1902). Thorsten Veblen, Theory of the  

Leisure Class (1899), Patrons of Husbandry (Grange), nativism, Social Darwinism, Exclusion  

Act of 1882, Immigration Restriction League, tenement, Jacob Riis, How the Other Half Lives 

(1890), John A. Roebling, Louis Sullivan, John L. Sullivan, James Naismith, Social Gospel, 

Dwight L. Moody, Settlement Houses, Jane Addams, Hull House.  

  

Section 3: From Crisis to Empire; The Rise of Progressivism & The Battle for National Reform  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 19 & 20   

  

1. Describe urban political machines.  Show how these political organizations had both negative 

and positive roles.  

  

2. Describe the problems faced by farmers in the late 19th century.  

  

3. Discuss the Populist Movement.  Did it represent a practical effort to resolve the problems of 

farmers?  
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2. Explain how and why the U.S. got into the Spanish American War and evaluate the results of 

that conflict.  

  

3. Compare and contrast the U.S. handling of relations with Cuba and the Philippines.  

  

4. Explain the goals and outcomes of the Open Door Policy.  

  

5. Discuss the concept of “Non-colonial Imperial Expansion.”  

6. Explain how the Election of 1896 was a watershed in U.S. politics.  What was different after 

it?  

  

7. I. & S.: William Marcy “Boss” Tweed, Rutherford B. Hayes, James A. Garfield, Chester A. 

Arthur, Grover Cleveland, Stalwarts, Half-Breeds, Pendleton Act (1883), Sherman Anti-Trust  

Act, Interstate Commerce Act, Mary Elizabeth Lease, “raise less corn and more hell,” Tom 

Watson, Farmers’ Alliances, People’s (Populist) Party, William Jennings Bryan, “Cross of Gold” 

Speech, Crime of ‘73, Bland-Allison Act (1878), Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890), Panic of  

1893, William McKinley, Marcus Alonzo Hanna, “Free Silver,” Coxey’s Army. 

 Alabama Claims, Josiah Strong, Our Country (1885), Alfred Thayer Mahan, The Influence of  

Sea Power on History (1890), Platt Amendment, Hay-Ponceforete Treaty, Roosevelt Corollary, 

“Gentlemen’s Agreement,” Frederick Funston, William H. Seward, Liliuokalani, Monroe  

Doctrine, Yellow Journalism, William Randolf Hearst, Joseph Pulitzer, U.S.S. Maine, de Lome 

Letter, William McKinley, “Splendid Little War,” George Dewey, Emilio Aguinaldo, Theodore 

Roosevelt, Rough Riders, San Juan Hill, William Shafter, Foraker Act, Leonard Wood, Treaty of 

Portsmouth, John Hay,.  

  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 20   

  

1. Discuss the origins and themes of Progressivism.  

  

2. Follow the path of Progressive political reform from city to state to national affairs.  Identify 

major reforms in each stage and explain why the reforms continued to move to larger political 

arenas.  

  

3. There was a women’s element within Progressivism.  Explain why this was so and discuss the 

issues on which this part of the movement focused.  
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4. Compare and contrast Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft as Progressives.  Show 

how their administrations had both Progressive and non-Progressive policies.  Decide which 

was most Progressive and defend your choice.  

  

5. Explain how Woodrow Wilson, a newcomer to the national political scene, won the election 

of 1912 over the better known Roosevelt and Taft.  

  

6. Describe the policies of the Wilson Administration, compare them to those of Roosevelt and 

Taft.  How Progressive was Wilson?  

  

7. Identify African American leaders of the Progressive Era.  What were the problems 

confronting African Americans in this era and how were their efforts to solve these changing?  

  

8. I. & S.: Muckrakers, Ida Tarbell, Social Gospel, McClure’s Magazine, Industrial Workers of 

the World (IWW), Ashcan School, Abe Ruef, Lincoln Steffens, Samuel M. “Golden Rule” 

Jones, city manager system, Robert M. LaFollette, Louis D. Brandeis, Muller v. Oregon 

(1908), Consumers’ League, Florence Kelley, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, 

Alice Paul,  

Jane Addams, Hull House, 16th- 17th - 18th &19th Amendments, Joseph G. Cannon, House Rules  

Committee, George Norris, Northern Securities Case, United Mine Workers, John Mitchell,  

Upton Sinclair, The Jungle (1906), Pure Food and Drug Act, Hepburn Act (1906), Mann-Elkins  

Act (1910), Gifford Pinchot, Payne-Aldrich Tariff (1909), New Nationalism, New Freedom,  

Federal Trade Commission, Clayton Antitrust Act, Federal Reserve System, W.E.B. Dubois, The  

Suppression of the African Slave Trade (1896), Souls of Black Folk (1903), Niagra Movement, 

Talented Tenth, NAACP, Carter G. Woodson, Journal of Negro History, The Crisis, William 

Monroe Trotter.  

  

Section 4: America and the Great War & “The New Era”  

Reading:  Brinkley, Chapter 21 and 22  

  

1. Describe and critique the U.S. acquisition of the Panama Canal.  

  

2. Consider the U.S. actions in the Caribbean in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and make a 

case for Latin American dislike of the U.S.  

  

3. Describe the foreign policy of Woodrow Wilson and show how his policies were translated 

into the U.S. response to the outbreak of World War I in 1914.  

  

4. Explain how the U.S. got actively involved in World War I.  
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5. Describe the impact of preparation for and the war itself on the American economy.  

  

6. Critique the social impact of the war in the U.S.  

  

7. Evaluate the American contribution to fighting the war.  

  

8. Describe and critique the American involvement in making peace after World War I.  

  

9. Describe post-war changes in the U.S.  How much did the war have to do with shaping the 

next decade?  

  

10. I. & S.: Harry Truman, “moral” diplomacy, Twenty-one Demands, Porfirio Díaz, 

Francisco Madero, Victoriano Huerta, Venustiano Carranza, Francisco “Pancho” Villa, John J. 

“Black  

Jack” Pershing, Entente, Central Powers, u-boat, Lusitania, Louis D. Brandeis, Keating-Owen  

Child Labor Act, Adamson Act, “He Kept Us Out of War,” Sussex Pledge, Zimmermanm  

Telegram, Eddie Rickenbacker, War Industries Board, Bernard Baruch, War Labor Board,  

Herbert Hoover, Lever Act, George Creel, Committee on Public Information, Liberty Bonds, 

Espionage Act, Sedition Act, Schenck v. United States (1919), “clear and present danger” 

doctrine, “great migration,” W.E.B. Dubois, AEF, Château-Thierry, Belleau Wood, Fourteen 

Points, Colonel Edward House, Big Four, David Lloyd George, Georges Clemenceau, Victtorio  

Orlando, Versailles Treaty, League of Nations, Reparations, Henry Cabot Lodge, Fourteen 

Reservations, Red Scare, A. Mitchell Palmer, J. Edgar Hoover, Warren G. Harding.  

  

Reading:  Brinkley, Chapter 22.  

  

1. Describe the changes in the lives of women and children in the decade after World War I.  

What were the causes of these changes?  How permanent were they?    

  

2. Assess the impact of mass media on society and culture.  

  

3. The post war era saw a growing split between modernism and tradition (often divided 

geographically into urban and rural conflicts).  Discuss these attitudes and be prepared to 

argue the case for either side over fundamentalism, prohibition, race, and political radicalism.  
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4. Some literary intellectuals of the 1920s are called “the lost generation.”  Identify writers and 

works in this group.  Discuss the themes they addressed and explain why they were “lost.”  

  

5. Alain Locke published The New Negro in 1925.  Discuss the circumstances of African 

Americans in the 1920s and explain what this title meant.  

  

6. Discuss technological change and economic growth in the 1920s.  

  

7. Discuss the political and economic philosophies that dominated the U.S. during the 1920s.  

Are these being echoed in the contemporary era?  

  

8. Critique U.S. foreign policy in the 1920s.  How well did the nation respond to opportunities 

and challenges in international affairs?  

  

9. I. & S.: Henry Ford, Model T, Eighteenth Amendment, Nineteenth Amendment, Sinclair 

Lewis, Main Street (1920), Babbitt (1922) , Elmer Gantry (1927),  F. Scott Fitzgerald, This 

Side of Paradise (1920), KDKA, Margaret Sanger, Scopes Trial, Clarence Darrow, William 

Jennings Bryan, Ernest Hemingway, The Sun Also Rises (1926), A Farewell to Arms (1929), 

Edith  

Wharten, The Age of Innocence (1920), H. L. Mencken, American Mercury, Sacco and Vanzetti,  

The Jazz Singer, Charles A. Lindburgh, Spirit of St. Louis, Bruce Barton, The Man Nobody 

Knows (1925), Harlem Renaissance, W.E.B. Dubois, The Crisis, Marcus Garvy, UNIA, 

Langston Hughes, D. C. Stephenson, Ku Klux Klan, Monkey Trial, Jim Thorpe, Robert T. 

“Bobby” Jones, Babe Ruth, Charlie Chaplin, Walt Disney, D. W. Griffith, Birth of a Nation 

(1925)  

  

Watch Scottsboro: An American Tragedy   

  

American Heroes II Assignment   

  

Section 5: The Great Depression & The New Deal  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 23 & 24  

  

1. Assess the Harding and Coolidge administrations.  What were their successes and failures?  

  

  

2. Analyze the economic situation of the U.S. in the 1920s and show how there were underlying 

problems that led to the Great Depression.  
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3. Critique the Hoover Administration’s handling of the first stages of the Great Depression.  

  

4. Describe the impact of the Great Depression on Americans and on the country.  

  

5. Evaluate the promise of Franklin Roosevelt in 1932.  

  

6. I. & S.: John Nance Garner, New Deal, Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Bonus March,  

Hawley-Smoot Tariff, Clark Memorandum, Kellogg-Briand Treaty (1928), National Origins Act,  

Dawes Plan, Teapot Dome, Fordney-McCumber Tariff, Washington Naval Arms Conference, 

Budget and Accounting Act, Dust Bowl, Hooverville, Glass-Steagall Banking Act (1932), Al 

Smith, Good Neighbor Policy, Nine Power Treaty, Four Power Treaty, “Normalcy,” Andrew 

Mellon, Albert Fall, Harry Sinclair, Charles R. Forbes, “Ohio Gang.”  

  

Chapter 24:   

  

1. The domestic program of the Roosevelt Administrations endeavors can be roughly broken 

down into the areas of Relief, Recovery, and Reform and into the first (1933-35) and second 

(1935-39) New Deals.  Discuss each of these areas of activity, giving at least three examples 

of each, and compare and contrast the two New Deals.  Explain why they differed.  

  

2. Describe the social and psychological impact of the Depression and how the New Deal 

changed these.  

  

3. Identify important literary achievements of the Depression era.  Why would such a difficult, 

often desperate, time produce a flowering of literature?  

  

4. Identify major opponents of FDR.  Outline and assess the validity of their criticisms of the 

New Deal.  

  

5. Explain why FDR tried to change the make up of the U. S. Supreme Court and why he failed.  

  

6. Discuss the New Deal and minorities.  Does the reality justify the great shift of African  

American votes to the Democratic Party during the 1930s?  Did other minorities react the same?  

  

7. Discuss U.S. foreign policy in the 1930s.  Show how the country got, reluctantly, involved in 

the problems that became World War II.  
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8. I. & S.: Hundred Days, Bank Holiday, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), Home  

Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC), National Recovery Administration (NRA), Civilian 

Conservation Corps (CCC), Public Works Administration (PWA), National Industrial Recovery  

Administration (NIRA), Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO), John L. Lewis, United  

Mine Workers, Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA), Henry A. Wallace, Tennessee  

Valley Authority (TVA), George W. Norris, Wendell Wilkie, Brain Trust, Raymond Moley,  

Rexford G. Tugwell, Adolf A. Berle, Harry L. Hopkins, John Dos Passos, USA Trilogy (1930- 

36), John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (1939) , Tortilla Flat (1935), Thomas Wolfe, Look  

Homeward Angel (1929), Of Time and the River (1935), William Faulkner, The Sound and the  

Fury, As I Lay Dying, Sanctuary, Light in August, Yoknapatawpha County, Huey Long, Father 

Charles Coughlin, Francis Townsend, “Share Our Wealth,” National Union for Social Justice,  

Townsend Clubs, Schecter V. U.S. (1935), National Labor Relations Board, Social Security Act 

(1935), Rural Electrification Administration (REA), Wealth Tax Act, Alfred M. “Alf” Landon,  

U.S. v. Butler (1936), Wagner Act, Court Packing Plan, Harold Ickes, sit-down strike, Fair Labor  

Standards Act (1938), Eleanor Roosevelt, Marian Anderson, Mary McLeod Bethune, “Black 

Cabinet,” John Collier, Indian Reorganization Act (1934), Isolationism, Walter Millis, The Road 

to War: America, 1914-1917 (1935), Nye Commission, Neutrality Act of 1935, Spanish Civil 

War, Francisco Franco, Quarantine Speech, Appeasement, blitzkrieg, Cordell Hull, Henry L.  

Stimston, destroyers for bases deal, William Allen White, Committee to Defend America by 

Aiding the Allies, America First Committee, Charles A. Lindburgh, Lend-Lease, Undeclared 

Naval War.  

  

Watch The African Americans Many Rivers to Cross   

  

Section 6: The Global Crisis & America In A World at War  

Reading: Brinkley: Chapter 25-26  

  

1. Trace U.S.-Japanese relations and show the pattern that led to Pearl Harbor.  

  

2. In regard to the home front, discuss:  

  

A. the war’s impact on the economy;  

B. the war’s impact on society, especially on women and minorities;  

C. the difference in treatment of German, Italian, and Japanese Americans.  

  

3. Outline the events of the war in each theater (Europe and the Pacific) and explain why the 

Allies won in each.  

  



AMH 2020  Syllabus  

  

  

Page 18 of 21  

  

4. Critique the decision to drop the Atomic-Bomb.  

  

5. Discuss the deterioration of war time alliances and the emergence of the Cold War.  

  

I. & S. Yalta Conference, Potsdam Conference, Island Hopping, Tuskegee Airmen, Cordell Hull, 

James F. Byrnes, Office of War Mobilization, National War Labor Board, John L. Lewis, United 

Mine Workers, “Code Talkers,” A. Philip Randolph, “Zoot Suit Riots,” Ex parte Endo (1944),  

Winston Churchill, Joseph Stalin, Dwight D. Eisenhower, Charles de Gaulle, George S. Patton,  

Battle of Stalingrad, D-Day, Battle of the Bulge, Bernard Montgomery, Auschwitz, Admiral  



 

 

AMH 2020  Syllabus   

 
  

Yamamoto, Battle of the Coral Sea, Douglas MacArthur, Island Hopping, Battle of Midway,  

Chester W. Nimitz, kamikazes, Harry S. Truman, Robert Oppenheimer, Enola Gay, Manhattan 

Project, Hiroshima, Nagasaki, V. M. Molotov, United Nations, “Uncle Joe,” Security Council, 

Clement Attlee.  

  

Section 7: The Cold War & The Affluent Society  

Reading: Brinkley: Chapter 27 & 28  

  

1. Describe the U.S. economy and society from the end of World War II through the early 

1950s.  

  

2. Discuss the emergence of the Cold War.  Who was at fault?  As a part of your discussion 

critique the Containment Policy, Truman Doctrine, and Marshall Plan.  

  

3. Explain why Harry Truman was not supposed to but did win the election of 1948.  

  

4. Explain how the U.S. got involved in the Korean war and why it did not win.  

  

5. Describe McCarthyism in theory and practice.  Explain how and why such a despicable policy 

was tolerated in the U.S.  

  

6. Critique Dwight D. Eisenhower as President and his policies both domestic and foreign.  

  

7. Write a biographical sketch of John F. Kennedy and explain why he won the Presidency in  

1960.9. I. & S.: Richard Nixon, U-2, Fidel Castro, Fulgencio Batista, Suez Crisis, Battle of Dien  

Bien Phu, Brown Decision, Joseph McCarthy, John Foster Dulles, "New Look" Foreign Policy,  

Douglas MacArthur, Alger Hiss, Witaker Chambers, NATO, Berlin Airlift, Marshall Plan, 

XArticle, George F. Kennan, Truman Doctirne, Taft-Hartley Act, Baruch Plan, Bengamin 

Spock,  

Baby and Child Care (1946), GI Bill of Rights, , Robert Oppenheimer, Internal Security  

(McCarran) Act, Earl Warren, Nikita Kruschev, Gamal Abdel Nasser, Ralph Bunche, Aswan 

Dam, Ho Chi Minh, Adlai E. Stevenson, 38th Parallel, Pusan Perimeter, Inchon Landing, Chiang 

Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, Dean Acheson, Josef Stalin, Levittown.  

  

Watch The Untold Story of Emmet Till  

  

Section 8: The Civil Rights Movement, Vietnam, and the Ordeal of Liberalism & The Crisis of 

Authority   

Reading: Brinkley, Chapters 29 & 30  

  

1. Discuss the emergence of the civil rights movement to 1960.  

2. Movie Clips from PBS Eyes on the Prize Series  



 

 

3. Elaborate on the Causes and Effects of the Vietnam War  

  

I &S: White Citizens' Councils, NAACP (handouts will be distributed with the rest of the 

terms)  

  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 30  

  

Key Concepts and I&S Terms will be distributed by Instructor  
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Section 8: From the “Age of Limits” to the Age of Reagan The Age of Globalization Reading: 

Brinkley, Chapters 31&32  

  

Key Concepts and I&S Terms will be distributed by Instructor  

  

Reading: Brinkley, Chapter 32  

  

Key Concepts and I&S Terms will be distributed by Instructor  

  

  

  

  

Disclaimer: This syllabus is intended to provide student guidance on the type of content and 
activities that will be covered in this course throughout the semester. It will be followed to the 
extent possible. However, modifications may be made to supplement and/or enhance student 
learning  
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